
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 23 June 2020] 

 p4029d-4030a 
Mr Peter Tinley 

 [1] 

ELLEN COVE BEACH ENCLOSURE 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [2.07 pm]: Thank you, Mr Speaker! On Tuesday, 9 June, 
the Premier announced the state government’s commitment to provide up to $200 000 to replace the Ellen Cove 
beach enclosure, giving local swimmers peace of mind whilst also supporting tourism and regional jobs. The 
Ellen Cove beach enclosure was first installed in March 2016 as part of a three-year trial by the City of Albany, which 
took on responsibility for its maintenance. However, due to popular uptake by locals utilising the enclosure all year 
round, the barrier has since degraded to such an extent that it needs replacement. As part of the McGowan government’s 
suite of shark hazard mitigation measures, led so ably by my predecessor, Dave Kelly, the commitment will provide 
funding on a dollar-for-dollar basis with the City of Albany up to a total of $200 000 to replace the beach enclosure.  
Middleton Beach is one of Albany’s greatest tourist attractions and a major drawcard for visitors looking to holiday 
in the great southern. This commitment will continue to enhance the thriving Middleton Beach precinct. I understand 
that every day a group of around 80 locals swim in the enclosure between dawn and 8.30 am. Good luck to them! 
Ensuring the enclosure remains at Ellen Cove gives all beach users reassurance and the sense of safety that an 
enclosure provides, allowing for locals and tourists to swim and enjoy the pristine coastline for longer periods. I can 
also advise that once the project is fully complete, the ongoing maintenance will support two full-time local jobs. 
Along with the state’s shark monitoring network and our subsidy program for personal shark deterrents, shark barriers 
are an important tool in allowing beach users from Perth to Esperance to enjoy some of the world’s best beaches. 
The McGowan government remains committed to leading the world in shark mitigation strategies that are based 
on science and robust research, and in how to best use them so that people can enjoy the beach with confidence. 
The SPEAKER: Hear, hear!  
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